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In 2011 and 2012, protected areas were the 
subject of a massive consultation held with Nun-
avik communities. The report of the consultation 
clearly states that the rivière Kovik and its water-
shed need priority protection because the region’s 
aboriginal population carries out traditional activi-
ties there and depends on it for the Arctic Char 
resource, which is a fundamental part of its diet.


Protection of the rivière Kovik in Nunavik


Among its other uses, this mapping and 
territorial ecological classification tool identi-
fies territories that need priority protection 
and allows a validation of the efficiency of the 
network of protected areas to confirm that it 
is representative of Québec’s ecosystems. 


Under the vast program of the Plan Nord, for 
the sustainable development and progress of 
Northern Québec, Québec has set ambitious 
conservation targets that will enable it to 
achieve Aichi Target 11 for protected areas.


Since 2010 in all of Québec’s regions, 
protected area planning has been conducted 
in close collaboration with local and regional 
stakeholders. This process allows Québec to 
make sure that it’s planning is efficient, repre-
sentative and socially acceptable in planning 
the network of protected areas.


Québec is the largest province of Canada in 
size and the second-largest in terms of popu-
lation. Its capital is Québec City. Québec is 
characterized by the immensity of its land 
mass, its forests that extend over more than 
half of its area, its countless lakes and rivers 
and major mineral resources, as well as the 
St. Lawrence River. 


Québec, which hosts the 
Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, is among 
the subnational states and 
regions that have developed 
tools for conserving their 
biodiversity and meeting the 
Aichi Targets. Work aimed at 
protecting the rivière Kovik, 
one of our most recent actions 
in the field of endeavour, was 
carried out in a sustainable 
development perspective and 
in close conjunction with local 
aboriginal communities.
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These statistics include areas for which legal designation is pending.
The protected marine area target stems from Québec’s Maritime Strategy for 2030.


■ Population: 8,2 millions 
■ Area : 1.7 million km2
■ Fauna and flora: 
  more than 41｠367 species
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A river that is central to the 
conservation priorities of Northern 
communities


Thanks to a full year of co-operation among 
the area’s stakeholders, the final design for the 
proposed Rivière-Kovik aquatic reserve incor-
porated a wide variety of environmental, social 
and economic interests, making the project an 
example of sustainable development.


In the spring of 2015, Québec announced the creation of the 4,651 square-
kilometre, proposed Rivière-Kovik aquatic reserve, within which all industrial 
activity was immediately prohibited.


A sustainable development model
In addition to protecting an Arctic Char popula-
tion that is essential to traditional aboriginal 
fishing practices, the reserve shows remarkable 
traces of past use by the Inuit and the peoples 
that preceded them. The reserve is also located 
in the calving area of the rivière aux Feuilles 
caribou herd and contains rare plant species.


Varied conservation interests
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