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An ambitious agenda preparing cities for tomorrow 

ICLEl's global membership sets the course for our association though a 
Strategic Plan with a six-year scope. Every three years, the plan is 
reviewed and updated. The Strategic Plan sets out our vision of the 
role we play in the world as well as our goals, programs and 
activities. 

The Strategic Plan 2012-2018 has been adopted by the ICLEI 
Council at its triennial meeting in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, on 16 
June 2012 and will, following our tradition, therefore be named 
"Belo Horizonte Plan". It presents an update of the 
"Edmonton/ lncheon Plan" 2009-2015. 

With this strategy, our association responds to challenging 
global environmental, economic and demographic trends by 
supporting cities -where soon two thirds of all humans will be 
living -on their way towards becoming sustainable, resilient, 
resource-efficient, low-carbon and biodiverse, by developing 
inclusive green urban economies with smart urban infrastructure, 
with the ultimate aim of ensuring healthy & happy communities. 

Bonn, June 2012 

Konrad Otto-Zimmermann Gino Van Begin 
ICLEI Secretary General, 2002 - 2012 ICLEI Secretary General, 2013 - onwards 

MOving in a Changing 
Environment 
Cities and local governments operate in a rapidly changing world 

• Human expansion is happening at a rapid pace: Every minute, the world population grows by
141 people -6.2 million per month. The population is expected to grow from 7 billion today to

- 9.2 billion by 2050

• Urbanization happens equally rapidly. The urban population grows by 75 million people every
year. By 2050, it is expected to almost double from 3-4 billion in 2008 to 6-4 billion; two thirds of
humanity will then be living in towns and cities

• Global environmental change proceeds fast. Every 20 minutes, a plant or animal species
becomes extinct. Up to half of the presently existing species may become extinct by 2100. 884
million people have inadequate access to safe drinking water. 3900 children die every day from
water borne diseases. The concentration of carbon dioxide in the air has risen from the pre
industrial level of 280 parts per million to more than 380 ppm today. This is the highest level
experienced within the last 800,000 years and it is creating a massive human-made greenhouse
effect on Earth

• The ecological footprint of humanity on this planet has become unsustainable. In 2008,
humanity used about 40 percent more resources than nature could regenerate that year. If we
continue using natural resources and producing waste at current rates, by the early 2030s we 
will require the resources of two planets to meet our needs. This "overshoot" is at the root of
the most pressing environmental problems we face today: Rapid systemic and non-linear
change, including climate change, increasing areas with over-stressed ecosystems and
associated declining biodiversity resulting in decreased planetary ability to provide vital
ecosystem goods and services to humankind and resulting in fast-growing poverty-trapped,
vulnerable urban communities ー




































